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mission as an offering of Scripture, 

education, service, justice, faith coun-

seling, and funds to other people. 

But Becca soon discovered a mode 

of mission that is just as much about 

what we receive as about what we 

give. For her, being a YAV meant 

an opportunity to learn. “I spent 

a signifcant amount of my time,” 

she says, “out in local communities, 

trying to understand the issues” 

they faced daily. As she listened, she 

also began to understand the role of 

churches in Manila, as well as the 

national offces of the UCCP, in advo-

cating for social policies that serve 

the needs of the people.

Becca is adamant that this 

deepening of understanding—this 

capacity for transformation—is not 

isolated to her experience. She sees 

the Young Adult Volunteer program 

environmental devastation. 

As the Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.) mission coworker to the 

Philippines, Becca has spent the past 

decade learning to navigate not only 

the chaotic streets but also a culture 

completely removed from what she 

experienced while growing up in 

rural Pennsylvania. Becca frst came 

to the Philippines as a PC(USA) 

Young Adult Volunteer (YAV)—and 

that experience has shaped her 

current work in some important 

ways.

While serving as a YAV, Becca 

worked at the national offces of the 

PC(USA)-partner United Church of 

Christ in the Philippines (UCCP), 

which also happens to be where she 

now works as a mission coworker. 

That year, Becca’s understanding of 

mission changed. Many of us think of 

How the Pentecost Ofering 

helped Becca Lawson become 

a Young Adult Volunteer and 

now a mission coworker
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B
ecca Lawson is fearless—at 

least that was my initial 

impression after spending 

just 10 minutes in her van as she 

bobbed and weaved deftly through 

the Manila traffc on our way to 

the United Church of Christ in 

the Philippines’ Shalom Center, 

where I, along with a handful of 

other Presbyterians, would be 

staying during the frst week of 

the Peacemaking Travel Study 

Seminar. We were there to study 

the effects of human traffcking and 

From Pentecost to the Philippines

Nancy Eng MacNeill of the Presbyterian Peacemaking Program (left), Becca Lawson (left center), and Anne Johnson of the Presbytery of Sacramento (right) 

stand in solidarity with a former Filipino political prisoner.
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as changing not only the lives of its 

participants but also the way we do 

church. “From our ranks,” she says, 

“come many mission coworkers who 

are currently serving the PC(USA) 

. . . . Others have become pastors and 

clergy of all kinds.” YAVs are infusing 

the PC(USA) with new generations 

driven by a dynamic vision for doing 

mission and living out the gospel. 

It’s been a number of years since 

a YAV has served in the Philippines, 

and there’s now talk of placing a 

YAV here again in the near future. 

Becca explains that the UCCP has 

a Community Ministries program 

through which “it tries to be present 

with and among the marginalized.” 

It is the perfect program for a YAV, 

who might work “with local church 

programs, in the conferences (the 

UCCP equivalent to presbyteries), 

and with UCCP partners, including 

nongovernmental organizations.” 

Setting up a YAV site is no minor 

undertaking. Numerous questions 

must be answered with great care: 

Where will the YAV be placed? What 

is a healthy environment for a YAV? 

Who are the people who would 

make good colleagues, mentors, and 

supervisors? What are the issues 

young adults are most interested in 

exploring?

But the opportunity far out-

weighs the additional work. “That is 

one of the beauties of ministry and 

mission here in the Philippines,” 

Becca says. “Though life is very hard 

for people, there are many oppor-

tunities to engage with people who 

have devoted their lives to making 

an impact, especially on the living 

conditions of their children and their 

communities.”

Nor is that opportunity limited 

to the fortunate YAV who goes to 

the Philippines. “The Young Adult 

Volunteer program,” Becca says, 

“is something that every single 

Presbyterian can play a role in. 

What can they do? Number one, they 

can encourage young adults to join 

the program and then accompany 

them along that journey. Secondly, 

Presbyterians can get involved in 

supporting the YAVs who are going 

In the end, we all have only our time. I know that taking the time 

at this young age may seem like a big investment. . . . But, in 

joining the YAV program, you get to ofer a year of your life—and 

be changed for the rest of your life.

Becca Lawson experiences the difculty of harvesting sugarcane during a visit with laborers in Mabinay, Negros Oriental.
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to, or who are already in, the feld.” 

Support can come in many forms, 

including listening to their stories 

and refecting with them on their 

new experiences. “It can be done 

also,” Becca says, “by lifting them up 

in prayer and remembering them as 

they journey and encounter the chal-

lenges of being far from home, nego-

tiating cross-cultural experiences, 

and understanding the meaning of 

this experience for their lives and 

vocations.” 

Of course, the journey does not 

end when the YAV returns home; 

in fact, the “coming home” can be 

the most diffcult part, as former 

YAVs adjust to a normalcy that 

often leaves them feeling isolated 

and wanting something more out 

of life. Becca recommends that 

families and churches “be available 

to them when they go through the 

process of reentry—listen to what 

happened in their experiences, how 

they were changed, how their faith 

was affrmed, and how they were 

challenged.” 

Money of course doesn’t hurt 

either: “Presbyterians can also 

be involved in helping to provide 

resources for the YAVs,” Becca says. 

There is no better opportunity to 

do this than through the Pentecost 

Offering, which is a major source 

of the fnancial resources needed 

to keep the Young Adult Volunteer 

program going. 

As churches donate, “they should 

feel excited that they are part of 

helping to prepare the next genera-

tion to engage and become part of 

the church in a new way and to 

become relevant to their genera-

tion—to learn how God is speaking 

through them to help the church be 

more faithful in our service to God’s 

people around the world and across 

the street.” 

As my time with Becca came to 

a close, I asked her what she might 

say to a young adult considering the 

YAV program. Her advice was direct: 

“Look at yourself. . . . In the end, we 

all have only our time. I know that 

taking the time at this young age 

may seem like a big investment. You 

might feel like you need to rush into 

fnding employment and a salary. 

But, in joining the YAV program, you 

get to offer a year of your life—and 

be changed for the rest of your life.” 

“I think that, with good faith,” 

she says, “God will provide the way 

for things to come together. But 

this offering of our time in learning 

to understand the world, in being 

present with people who are in need, 

is invaluable.” Those same people in 

need, she explains, “also have a lot to 

share with us about how we can be 

faithful servants in God’s kingdom.” 

She counsels young adults not to 

let initial confusion stop them from 

taking that frst step: clarity will 

likely come, but regret most cer-

tainly will if a chance like this—for a 

lifetime of change—is passed up.

Jordan Whitt is the promotion specialist 

for the PC(USA) Special Offerings.

Pentecost Ofering 

For additional information on the 

Pentecost Ofering and how it 

benefts child-advocacy and youth 

ministries as well as the Young Adult 

Volunteer program, please visit 

presbyterianmission.org/pentecost.

Young Adult Volunteers  

Want to put your faith in action? 

Want to grow as a leader in Christian 

service? Want to see the world while 

serving God and those in need? The 

YAV program might be just for you.

To learn more about the program, 

visit presbyterianmission.org/yav.

LEARN MORE

The Young Adult Volunteer program is changing not only the 

lives of its participants but also the way we do church.

Becca Lawson leads the Peacemaking Travel Study Seminar participants through the dance moves for 

the One Billion Rising event.
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